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NY LOCAL UNION which has not established the two-dollar-a-month. 
dues is not entitled to any benefits or any consideration of any Kind’ 
from the International Union. This law when passed by the Convention. 
became effective on December 1, 1935. The General President is instructed 
by the General Executive Board not to endorse wage scales, strikes, or 
give aid by organizers, or in any way help any local union that: does ‘no 
put this law into effect. The imerease in dues, where it takes place, 
remains in the treasury of the local union. The tax to the International 
is just the same as it has been for years. 


TOF 


HE BREWERY WORKERS are still fighting against the decision of 

the American Federation of Labor. Wherever you can, go-out. and 
get brewery drivers to become members of your union. The Americz 
Federation of Labor has decided that drivers, chauffeurs and helpers 
working for breweries should and must belong to the International! 
Brotherhood of Teamsters, Chauffeurs and Helpers. 
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HE MAN that pays his dues-regularly or in advance and attends 
the meetings of his local union is the real union man. 


TTT 


ATCH OUT for trouble-thakers and disturbers in your union. Wé 

have absolute proof here that large corporations are now going back 
to the old system of spies within the unions. Usually the loud-mouthed 
knocker and kicker is a deceptive frost. He first endeavors to create the 
idea that he is a progressive or radical for the purpose of leading the union 
into trouble, and after every meeting, under a number which he is given 
he reports as a spy to the enemies of our union. I repeat, we have absolute 
proof in our office that this condition is now being revived by some of the 
large corporations. Of course it is old stuff that was tried out years ago 
When the detective or spy has nothing to report he lies to his employer 
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The Wage Earner and Life 


Insurance 


It has always been difficult to con- 
vince the wage earner of the many 
advantages to be derived from life 
insurance. Originally he thought it 
was merely to provide a sum of 
money at his death to enable his wife 
to purchase a casket and give him a 
decent burial. Trade union organiza- 
tions have provided death benefits, 
but the amount of payment available 
has never been more than sufficient 
to pay funeral expenses. However, I 
will not refer to the various benefits 
to be derived from the numerous life 
insurance plans available today. 

We are concerned here chiefly with 
the effect of insurance upon the eco- 
nomic life of the children of our 
workers. Today insurance is neces- 
sary to assure the financial status of 
the family after the bread-winner has 
departed from its midst. 

There are two methods by which 
the head of the family can protect his 
children. Either plan can be followed 
out and combined they offer a solu- 
tion that is unbeatable. 

First of all, the parent can pur- 
chase a life insurance policy covering 
his own life. There are many plans 
available but essentially it should be 
one that provides either an income or 
a lump sum at his death, the former 
being preferable. In this way he 
makes certain that his wife and chil- 
dren will be able to live, if not on the 
same level as when he was alive, at 
least upon a basis that will furnish 
them with the necessities of life and 
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permit his children to continue their 
education and safeguard them from 
the horrors of earning a living dur- 
ing those adolescent years when the 
environment in which they exist so 
definitely marks and formulates their 
future lives and well-being. 


The second method is to purchase 
juvenile endowment policies for his 
children as soon as possible. The 
younger the children, the lower the 
cost involved. These policies are 
designed less for the protection of 
children during their early years 
than as a means of enabling them to 
continue their education after high 
school and give them a fair start in 
life. 

The Union Labor Life Insurance 
Company has given special consider- 
ation to the question of providing 
suitable policies to meet these re- 
quirements on the part of the wage 
earners of our land. Amongst the 
many plans of insurance available 
through the facilities of The Union 
Labor Life Insurance Company to 
enable the bread-winner to provide 
an income for the protection of his 
wife and children when he is no 
longer with them, the following poli- 
cies are best suited: Whole Life, 
Limited. Payment Life, Family In- 
come Rider, and the Insurance with 
Annuity Contract. 

The Union Labor Life Insurance 
Company maintains a special service 
bureau to aid and assist all those 
who are confronted with the problem 
of providing proper and adequate in- 
surance protection for their families 
and dependents. It welcomes every- 
one to take full advantage of the 
service extended, without any obliga- 
tion upon their part. The company 
will be delighted to advise them of the 
course to follow that will best suit 
the needs of their individual require- 
ments. 

Life insurance is one of the great- 
est blessings of mankind and no man, 
responsible for the welfare of de- 
pendents, should rest secure until he 






has taken full advantage of the serv- 
ices he may render them through the 
institution of life insurance. Write 
us to 570 Lexington Avenue, New 
York City, N. Y., for any informa-} ‘ bla 
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Time Will Care for Reactionary nee 
Judges per se 

One of the gravest counts against who a 
Federal judges who are slaughtering | S@2S€- 
New Deal legislation designed to It r 
benefit human beings is that of glar- cultur 
ing inconsistency. = 
In declaring the Wagner-Connery devil- 
Labor Relations Act invalid, Federal Walla 
District Judge Otis of Kansas City — 
held that manufacturing is an “intra- feet! 
state” process and not subject to matted 
regulation by Congress. tyne ¢ 


Yet the Federal bench of which! D 
Otis is a member has repeatedly | 
handed down injunctions in labor| 
disputes, some forbidding workers to with 
strike, on the ground that workers | 
were interfering with interstate com- | 
merce. | 


Strikes do affect all forms of com- 
merce, and the Wagner Labor Act, 
by providing for collective bargain- 4 
ing, was especially designed to re- 
duce the occasions when workers 
would be forced to resort to their 
economic strength to redress their 
grievances. 

It is unfortunate that progress 
must be retarded by reactionary jur-| benefit 
ists with Stone Age viewpoints who} Vails i 
can stretch the Constitution as far as} most 
needed to cover property rights, but cured 
who treat human rights as though) ganize 
they were next to nothing. } indivic 


However, there is the comforting the em 
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“ ..+ That Thrift May 
Follow Fawning” 
Economists have only themselves 


to blame if a great many people place 
them in a class with astrologists and 


i other charlatans. 


Leaders in the cult who held a 


+ meeting in New York the other day 
} demonstrated that many practi- 
| tioners deliver their ponderous 


theories not in accordance with any 
scientific formula, but to please those 
who are willing to pay for such non- 
sense. 

It remained for Secretary of Agri- 
culture Henry A. Wallace to show 
these gentlemen in their real colors. 

“The classical laissez faire—or 
devil-take-the-hindmost—economist,” 
Wallace said, “luxuriates in the class- 
room because his doctrine is per- 
fectly adapted to the teaching 
method. Training in the classical 
type of economics is oftentimes quite 
profitable because it enables one who 
has been convinced of its righteous- 
ness to serve large business concerns 
with an evangelical fervor which 
quite goes beyond that of the owners 
or managers of the businesses.” 





A Union For All, Says 
Franklyn Wolfe 


Who benefits when organized labor 
gets higher wages, reduced hours and 
better conditions for all the workers? 
The answer is obvious—all workers 
benefit. The shorter hour day pre- 
vails in all but the most submerged, 
most sweated industries. Who se- 
cured it? Was it the effect of unor- 
ganized workers creeping timidly as 
individuals at different times asking 
the employer to raise pay and shorten 
hours? The question is so simple that 
it is absurd. 

The conquests for labor were made 
by organized effort of the workers 
standing shoulder to shoulder in col- 
lective action, forcing bargaining 


with their chosen representatives. 

President Harold G. Moulton, of 
Brookings Institution, has written a 
book entitled “Income and Economic 
Progress” in which he makes such 
unwarranted statements as that or- 
ganized labor’s fight for higher 
wages, when successful “penalizes” 
the unorganized worker. Well, if that 
were true, wouldn’t the unhappy un- 
organized worker have some relief 
by joining his union and thereby 
letting his family have some of the 
benefits derived through better wages 
and improved conditions? But the 
statement is not true. 

American labor enjoys. shorter 
hours, better wages and safety and 
sanitary conditions because of the ef- 
forts of labor organizations. There 
is a labor organization open to every 
American worker. He has but to 
have the good sense, the selfishness, 
if you wish, to take advantage of the 
benefits of collective action. Happily 
millions of them are doing that very 
thing and all the books written for 
the benefit of the exploiters cannot 
stop nor check that onward sweep.— 
From International Oil Worker. 





Government Convicts Nine 
Brokersin Investor Fraud 


Denver, Colo.—Nine men associ- 
ated with Schechtel & Co., a broker- 
age firm, were convicted by a Fed- 
eral court jury here of using the 
mails to defraud investors. 

The Government charged the firm 
with selling good stock to its clients 
and then urging them to transfer to 
“worthless” stocks which the com- 
pany manipulated. 





Financial News 


One real trouble with holding com- 
panies is that so many of them do 
not hold anything and those who 
hold the shares hold the bag. 
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Railroad Unions Will Fight Pro- 
posed Mergers of Companies 


The R. F. C. is out with a report 
which urges that a group of bank- 
rupt and near-bankrupt railroads in 
the Southwest be merged into a huge 
system with nearly 22,000 miles of 
lines. The roads to be merged are the 
Missouri Pacific, St. Louis & San 
Francisco, Missouri, Kansas & Texas 
and the Texas Pacific. The first three 
roads, whose official names are given 
above, are known to Wall Street and 
the railroad world as M. O. P., Frisco, 
and Katy, says George L. Knapp in 
an I. L. N. 8. dispatch from Wash- 
ington. 

The combined indebtedness of 
these roads to the R. F. C. alone is 
$30,624,800. 

The report strongly favors the 
merger, on the ground that the roads 
are complementary to each other, one 
having what the others lack. In the 
railroad world, however, and particu- 
larly in the railroad labor world, very 
grave doubts are expressed as to 
whether the merger should be allowed 
at all, and certainly not without 
squeezing out the water and making 
provision for the workers. 

Railroad mergers so far have 
meant a loss of railroad jobs in the 
usual meaning of the word, though 
they may also mean gains in the 
number of high officials and the size 
of bankers’ commissions. Until a plan 
is worked out that will take care of 
displaced men the railroad unions 
will stand like flint against the pro- 
posed merger. 

In other quarters flat denial is 
made of the theory that mergers 
mean prosperity. The New Haven, 
the Alton and the Denver & Rio 
Grande all were prosperous till they 
went into mergers. The St. Paul was 
very prosperous until bitten by the 
merger bug; and then it headed for 
the most expensive receivership ever 
known.—Labor Clarion. 
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No Excuse for Poverty 

> of whe 

Poverty is an economic disease for | in cou 
which there is no excuse in modern } a solid 
society. Its causes, inadequate em-/ Fre 
ployment and low wages, can be over- | attorn 
come if our economic machine is kept | the U: 
in balance. Gradually increasing pro- } kill th 


duction, balanced by a corresponding | person 





rise in workers’ buying power, can | —Lab 
put the unemployed to work and 

create the wealth to raise wages. But | Sib 

once the balance between producing | - 

and consuming power is upset, we Har 

cannot expect sustained progress.— § labor | 

Monthly Survey of Business, Ameri- | United 

can Federation of Labor. is neal 
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Against Wagner Act contro 

“Big business” crawled behind a | imdust 

woman’s skirts recently to start a free to 

legal fight against the Wagner-Con- — 


nery Labor Relations Act. a 
According to “Labor,” Mrs. Lola | "S$," 


Echols, a textile worker in the Gate | wana 
City Cotton Mills, East Point, Ga., | olne oa 


secured a restraining order from the | be athe 
District of Columbia Supreme Court | vations 
requiring the National Labor Rela- tion M 
tions Board to show cause why it | Gund 
should not be enjoined from holding | Con me 
a union representation election | vo vous 
among the company’s employees. lions , 
Earlier in the week the firm at- cohorts 
tempted to get an injunction against | oyt the 
the N. L. R. B. in a Georgia court. | welfar; 
When Judge E. E. Pomeroy of At-} Ther 
lanta refused to interfere, suit was | able-bo 
instituted in Mrs. Echols’ name in| jn the ; 
the District of Columbia tribunal. | of ther 
According to the petition filed by | vided f. 
“her” attorneys, the Wagner-Connery | what W 
Act is “unconstitutional” because} lic sper 
union representation elections held; The. 
under that law may result in “depriv- most e 
ing” her of the “right” to “bargain! Govern 
individually” with the big corpora- Mr. Sil 
tion which employed her as a mill ates th 
worker. iwill ag 
Mrs. Echols is represented by a/ Treason 
battery of high-powered and high- jobless 
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priced corporation lawyers, any one 
of whose ordinary fee for a single day 
in court is more than she receives for 
a solid year’s work as a mill hand. 

Frederick H. Wood, New York 
attorney who succeeded in getting 
the United States Supreme Court to 
kill the N. R. A., is expected to take 
personal charge of Mrs. Echols’ case. 
—Labor Clarion. 





Sibley’s Recovery Program 


Harry Sibley, president of the anti- 
labor Chamber of Commerce of the 
United States, declares that recovery 
is near and the only thing necessary 
to make it a fact is for the Federal 
Government to eliminate itself from 
those activities which regulate or 
control business and leave American 
industrial and financial dictators 
free to apply the same reprehensible 
practices which precipitated the stock 
market crash of 1929 and the busi- 
ness depression. 

“Excessive public spending” is pre- 
eminent among the government poli- 
cies which Mr. Sibley insists should 
be attenuated. From previous decla- 
rations we know that in this connec- 
tion Mr. Sibley has his malicious eye 
fixed on the $4,800,000,000 which 
Congress appropriated last year for 
various forms of relief for the mil- 
lions of jobless whom the business 
cohorts threw into the streets with- 
out the least consideration for their 
welfare. 

There are now over 11,000,000 


| able-bodied working men and women 
in the jobless army. About 3,500,000 


of them are being temporarily pro- 


'vided for on WPA works projects by 


LUSE } 


held 
Yiv- 
rain 
ora- 
mill 


ya 
igh- 


what Mr. Sibley calls “excessive pub- 
lic spending.” 

The unemployment problem is the 
most expensive problem which the 
Government is trying to solve. If 
Mr. Sibley and his business associ- 


,ates throughout the United States 
}will agree to provide employment at 


reasonable wages for the 3,500,000 
jobless now on Federal work relief 


the largest element in the Govern- 
ment’s “excessive spending” will au- 
tomatically stop. 

The important question is, When 
will business deliver the jobs? 


Legislation 


A great amount of people in this 
country are becoming law minded. 
Practically all of their attention is 
being turned toward the question of 
legislation. Well, it may be true that 
that is about the only way we can 
stop the onslaught of the capitalistic 
interests, but unless you can secure 
enforcement, the enactment of a law 
is of no value whatever. We have 
just passed through a period that 
should be a complete example. We 
had the NIRA, with practically no 
enforcement, a very good law, which 
would have made this country a very 
nice place in which to live and would 
have made every fellow a square 
dealer if he lived up to it, but the 
chiselers won out. 

It has been thrown into the dis- 
card, just what we can expect to 
happen to any good law that is 
passed, unless there are enough 
watchmen on the job to see that it is 
not done. By watchmen I mean the 
workmen of the country. They have 
to be educated to the point that they 
must use their voting power and that 
those that are in office, charged with 
the enforcement of the laws, know 
they are using that power, unless 
they do their duty properly. It is all 
well and good to be legislative 
minded, but unless you mean busi- 
ness, it is just another piece of bunk. 
—Exchange. 








Sowing and reaping is a fixed law 
of the universe. It’s a hard law to 
obey, for we forget and don’t realize 
why we reap until after it is too late, 
then we are sorry. Scatter seeds of 
malice and hatred, we reap the fruits 
of it. Scatter seeds of kindness and 
we reap it. Strange how we can 
shape our own destiny by the seed 
that we sow! 
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(By DANIEL J. TOBIN) 


7 
Tae DECISION of the United States Supreme Court recently handed down 
on the AAA is the worst blow that could possibly be given the farmers of 
the nation. All you have to do is remember the prices of farm products 
two years ago and look at the prices today. Wheat was selling for 34¢ 
a bushel in the Chicago grain market. The farmer was getting less than 
25¢ a bushel at the same time. Now wheat is selling for 90¢ a bushel. 
The farmer is receiving about 80¢, and a few months ago wheat was 
selling for over one dollar. The price of corn has advanced the same way. 
The price of hogs and cattle has been substantially increased through the 
AAA in the last two years. What has been the result of all this? Yes, 
the government taxed certain branches of industry and trade, and taxed 
certain farmers, and then guaranteed a certain price to other farmers if 
they would reduce the enormous output which was flooding the market 
with products and which had brought down prices for farm products to 
such an extent that in some instances it cost more to produce them than 
the prices obtained. I have been told in Washington by a Minnesota farmer 
that three years ago he had a field of fifty acres of potatoes and that the 
potatoes were selling so low that to gather the crop and ship them to 
Chicago (the principal distributing market) he would lose 7¢ on each 
bushel. The result was that he allowed them to rot in the ground. The 
labor, cost of fertilization and seeding went for nothing. This particular 
farmer has been given a price for his product within the last two years 
and he is now experiencing prosperity. 

In Indiana two-thirds of the farm mortgages have been lifted. Taxes 
owed on farms have been paid to the county and to the state. Interest on 
loans has been paid to the banks by the farmers within the last two years, 
so that prosperity in this agricultural belt where I am now writing this 
article, has substantially increased. You would hardly believe that you 
were in the same country now if you had visited this place three years ago. 
Farm land during 1918 sold for $350 an acre; three years ago it could have 
been purchased for $50 an acre. This same farm land—trich soil—is now 
back to about $225 an acre on an average. 

This last Christmas season, amongst the large shops and stores in 
the many cities throughout the nation, was the best that we have expe- 
rienced in four years. Everybody seemed to have some money to buy 
something. The banks and stores are hopeful, and in some instances jubi- 
lant, once again. 

The workers may believe in some instances that giving money to the 
farmers to help them was perhaps somewhat of an injury to large corpo- 
rations who had to pay some of the taxes and to the workers who had to 
pay more for the necessaries of life. There is some excuse for the workers 
in the large industrial centers feeling this way about the situation, espe- 
cially as it is difficult for the ordinary man or woman to understand the 
situation. But here is the answer. There are about forty million people 
in our country engaged in the farming industry. They are the backbone 
of the nation to a certain extent. If those forty million people are allowed 
to starve and to leave their farms because they cannot make a living 
thereon, and rush to the cities, first they cheapen labor by an oversupply, 
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and next they have no money to spend to purchase anything. If the gov- 
ernment, by expending two billion dollars in many ways among the farm 
belts of the nation, was responsible for bringing back prices and putting 
new hope into the hearts of the farmers and their children, the farm 
laborers and their children, then the government has accomplished some- 
thing that cannct be computed in dollars and cents. In addition to this, 
the millions expended by the government in raising the price of farm 
crops, whereby the farmer could make a living, brought about this result; 
that the farmer went into the cities and towns and bought the things he 
needed, clothing, shoes, machinery, automobiles, etc. In turn the fac- 
tories manufacturing those articles re-employed their forces who were 
out of work, and they in turn purchased the things they needed, paid their 
rents and doctor bills, and those receiving the money in turn paid what 
they owed and purchased what they needed. So you see it was an endless 
chain when the government started the wheels of industry that were 
stagnant, through the operation of the three A’s 

No matter what your political belief is, ask yourself the question, 
“Are conditions any better now than they were three years ago?” Cer- 
tainly unless you are an extremist or a confirmed pessimist or quite unable 
to reason things out for yourself rationally, you must admit that conditions 
are better. Our own membership has increased substantially. In many 
places we have recovered a part of the losses in wages that we had to 
accept from broken down corporations that were almost bankrupt three, 
four and five years ago, and the truth of the matter is that we are still 
quite hopeful that conditions are going to continue to improve unless we 
are beaten into insensibility by the powerful force of the United States 
Supreme Court. 

The recent decision of the United States Supreme Court by a vote of 
six to three declaring the AAA unconstitutional, is about as bad a blow 
as could be given this country by its greatest enemy even amongst foreign 
nations. It is hard for the average worker to understand why any nine 
men could decide to stop us from coming out of a quagmire of industrial 
depression by such a decision. All the work of the administration and the 
brains and the strategy and the patriotism and the hope of the men who 
make the laws and the men and women who help towards the enactment 
of this constructive legislation, has been set aside by six men who refused 
to see the changes in modern industrial life in our country. Those decisions 
of the Supreme Court will undoubtedly encourage radicalism and Com- 
munism and make many a man who is sincere and clean of heart despise 
and hate some of the tribunals of government. 

The decision of the Supreme Court last year declaring the NRA uncon- 
stitutional, of course, was a slap at Labor. Absolutely nothing else. The 
NRA gave the unorganized and unprotected masses the right to organize, 
the right to assert themselves, the right to speak as a body for justice, 
and prevented employers and industry in general from cutting each other’s 
throats by unfair competition. But the Supreme Court cared nothing about 
what the people were in need of and what the people demanded. They 
strained the Constitution, which was written one hundred and fifty years 
ago when we had less than twenty million people in the United States— 
I repeat, they strained the Constitution to base their decision on the grounds 
that the NRA was unconstitutional. And there is no appeal from their 
decision, except the people amend the Constitution, taking away some of 


‘the enormous power enjoyed now by five men who constitute a majority 











[8] OFFICIAL MAGAZINE I. B. T., C., S. and H. of A. 








of the Court. The work of years and the decision of one hundred and 
twenty-five million people, represented by Congress, the Senate and the 
President, can be dashed to pieces and set aside by five men, many of whom 
live in another age surrounded by their law books written three genera- 
tions ago. 

Well, there is no Supreme Court in Germany; there is no Supreme 
Court in Italy; there is no Supreme Court in Turkey, and there is no 
Supreme Court in Russia. Those countries, all of them, are governed by 
a Dictator who has the power of life and death, who orders corporations 
and workers what they shall charge for their products and what they must 
accept in wages, who inaugurate taxation at will, and who confiscate prop- 
erty and human rights whenever they deem it necessary. The recent deci- 
sions of the Supreme Court unfortunately may lead us very close to condi- 
tions now obtaining in those countries named above. Men who do not use 
the rule of reason in judicial positions may be responsible for the over- 
throw of many of our wonderful governmental institutions. The Dred- 
Scott Decision against the slave in favor of the master by the Supreme 
Court of the United States brought about the Civil War, where a million 
Americans were slaughtered and our country plunged into destruction, 
destitution and debt, which it took us fifty years to overcome and which 
impoverished the southern states. We hope and pray that the recent deci- 
sions of the Supreme Court will not be responsible for plunging our country 
again into such a state of discontent that would lead to bloodshed. 


There is no doubt in my mind but what the Communists will destroy 
themselves if they keep on endeavoring to break up labor unions by boring 
from within. A certain other class of undesirable citizens who believed 
themselves to be all-powerful and who to a certain extent did influence 
political machines in the large cities during the days of Prohibition by 
dumping in thousands of their ill-gotten dollars to certain political leaders 
—they believed themselves insurmountable; they believed that they could 
always fix juries, and they were quite successful for a long time. Then they 
went into the commitment of other crimes and got so desperate and reck- 
less and defiant that the American people demanded that something be 
done. The Federal Government took hold of the situation and under the 
direction of the Attorney-General, Homer Cummings, put through with 
practically no opposition eight or nine bills empowering the government 
to take almost full control of crime throughout the nation to the end that 
racketeers, kidnappers and murderers-for-hire would be eliminated. While 
there is considerable crime still obtaining within the confines of the states, 
the matter is now being again looked into by the Federal Government due 
to the fact that national officials and legislators insist on being protected 
against criminals. I repeat, it is possible that the Federal Government may 
even go further towards the enactment of other laws giving the national 
government more power. 

Almost exactly like the class named above, the Communists are pursu- 
ing a course leading to their own elimination in time. My judgment is that 
the next administration—whether it be the Roosevelt or some other admin- 
istration—will not stand to be bluffed any longer by the Russian Soviet 


Government, which has broken its pledges and promises and agreements | 


with the United States. The agreements stated, at the time this govern- 
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ment recognized the Soviet Government of Russia, that they would not under 
any circumstances permit, encourage or give countenance to the spreading 
of Soviet or Communistic doctrines in our country. The American Federa- 
tion of Labor called to the attention of the President last year the fact 
that this pledge had not been observed or carried out by the Russian Soviet 
Government. If you remember, our government called this fact to the 
attention of the Soviet Government and they very plausibly came back 
denying any connection with Communism in our country, and stating that 
they were innocent of the charges and that they had kept their pledges and 
promises, etc. In the face of this statement our government produced records 
of the Communistic Convention held in Moscow, in which records it was 
clearly shown that the representatives of the Soviet Government welcomed 
the American delegates and practically pledged its support to the American 
Communistic agitators. In other words, no stronger statements of ap- 
proval could possibly have been made than those made by the representa- 
tives of the Soviet Government addressing the convention, and particularly 
referring to the splendid work that was being done by the Communistic 
agitators in the United States of America. The matter died down but it 
is not forgotten by the Federal Government. Soviet Russia has broken 
another pledge made at the time they were given recognition by the United 
States. They promised to endeavor to adjust the claims of indebtedness 
against them, which indebtedness obtained during the reign of previous 


governments, including the first revolutionary government headed by 
Kerensky. , 


Well, we repeat, the matter is not forgotten and the pledges have 
been broken and the promises have not been observed, and the American 
Federation of Labor and the United States Government are surely pre- 
paring for a showdown. It is the opinion of the writer that the American 
Federation of Labor will demand that our government sever relations with 
Russia; that said relations will be severed in due time, because our govern- 
ment has lost confidence in a government that has broken its promises. It 
is my opinion, then, that all who are aliens and not naturalized citizens 
and who favor Communism—which means the overthrow of our govern- 
ment by revolution, if necessary—shall be expelled from the United States. 
It is my further opinion that all citizens of the United States who profess 
Communism—which believes in revolution, if necessary, to destroy this 
form of government we now enjoy—that this class of citizens will be 
tried on charges of treason or some similar charge, and will be imprisoned 
for violation of laws that will be enacted empowering the courts and legal 
departments of our country to prosecute them. To be brief, the Com- 
munists are now going so far with their miserable, lying tactics, pleading 
to the prejudices of honest working men, creating strife and trouble by 
bringing about strikes, capitalizing on the unemployment and misery ob- 
taining in certain districts, that those people will either be imprisoned 
or expelled from the country within the next few years, just exactly as 
the law-breakers of a recent period brought about their own elimination 
and destruction through legal procedure. This country is too big and too 
great, too intelligent and too just, to permit a number of wild-eyed, sneak- 
ing, desperate, disturbing maniacs and others who are paid by a foreign 
government, to destroy the institutions and the democracy and freedom 
which the workers have won for themselves under the Stars and Stripes. 
Yes, of course, there is idleness and suffering, and there always will be, 
but this condition has been improved and will continue to improve in the 
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next few years. No one can deny the fact that this is the greatest country | Wa: 
that ever existed in any civilization; it has given more justice and freedom | by 
and opportunity to the masses of the common people than any country | bee 
ever existing before. The greatest punishment that could be meted out to | Get 
those firebrand Communists is to deport them to Russia. I remember Bill anc 
Haywood, what a foulmouthed firebrand he was in the days after he had | 8&re 
destroyed the Western Federation of Miners. But when, to save his hide, | De} 


he ran from this country and went to Russia, he himself expressed the dut 
thought that prison in America gave you more freedom than freedom in the 
Russia. I also remember others who were preaching Russianism and had 
Sovietism and when they were sent away and were not allowed to return, cer’ 
they soon lost their fire-eating tactics and would agree to be obedient to the 
our laws and to our flag if they were permitted to return. I think perhaps 

this kind of medicine will cure us of all disturbers of this type and that bef: 
this cure will be administered in time. There is a day of reckoning; there nec 
is a law of justice. I have faith in the American Government to find a way. 

Communists, beware! Don’t wait until it is too late to stop your false will 
preaching endeavoring to destroy our government and our trade unions | is 1 
that have given to the workers the greatest measure of freedom and Cou 


justice ever enjoyed in any civilization. maj 
gre: 
TF F Sen 


foul 
Ix LOOKING OVER recent deeisions made by Federal Judges I find that | whe 
one of the outstanding decisions, based absolutely on law and giving a | legi 
square deal to Labor, has been made by the recently appointed Federal | Pro; 
Judge Michael J. Roche of San Francisco in the Longshoremen’s Com- | Lab 
pensation Case, which case is too lengthy to be gone into here. Enough to | inte 
say that it was a case where a certain employer of longshoremen was | that 
endeavoring to evade a substantial part of the compensation to a member | fair 
of the Longshoremen’s Union. gres 


A word about Michael J. Roche. Asa young man he settled in Chicago, | POW 
worked as a molder’s apprentice and became a full-fledged member of the Fed 
Molders’ Union, working at his trade. But whenever he had a hundred | 18 
and fifty dollars saved up by scratching and saving his pennies, at the | US!” 
same time helping his parents, he went to school, night and day. Even- 


tually he graduated from Valparaiso College in Indiana. Immediately he | 
was admitted to the practice of law by the Supreme Court of the State of | #8 
Indiana. About twenty-six years ago he moved to the western coast and tive 
settled in San Francisco. There he engaged in the practice of law, : 
eventually being elected as judge. During his many years of service on OPID 
the bench he has handled many famous cases. He has agreed with Labor °f t! 
whenever it was humanly possible to do so under the statutes. He has bacl 
always recognized his sworn obligation relative to the law. Last Fall he Uni 
was elevated to the position of Federal Judge by the President of the the | 
United States. He stands high amongst the Judiciary of California. He tion 
is known and recognized for his cleanliness of character. His home life 8° 
sparkles with that aroma of peace and fatherhood so wholesome and so Who 
rare in our modern American life. past 

Another man appointed to the Federal Court of Appeals for the elas 
District of Columbia, is Judge Harold M. Stephens. Judge Stephens 22d 
comes from the State of Utah and was on the bench in that state for. fron 
many years. His appointment was put forward by Senator King and he 
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was confirmed unanimously by the Senate when his name was presented 
by the President of the United States. Before this appointment he had 
been appointed and was serving as First Assistant United States Attorney- 
General to Homer Cummings. He is a graduate of Harvard University 
and Harvard School of law. He is recognized and is known as one of the 
great legal minds of the State of Utah and in his connection with the 
Department of Justice was unsurpassed in his full understanding of the 
duties to which he was assigned. His first decision and opinion sustained 
the Federal Government in one of the many New Deal controversies which 
had been legally questioned by the opponents of the administration. A 
certain law passed and enacted into legislation by Congress and signed by 
the President was involved. 

Judge Roche also sustained the government in a certain case coming 
before his court, in which one of the progressive acts of Congress con- 
nected with the Roosevelt administration was involved. 


Whether the opinions of these two recently appointed Federal Judges 
will be sustained or not sustained by the full bench of the Supreme Court, 
is not the question at issue. Sometimes when a vote by the Supreme 
Court stands four to five, the minority are as often right as are the 
majority. However the majority opinion is the law. A greater law and a 
greater power than all the voters of the United States, Congress, the 
Senate and the President included. One man, when the vote is four to 
four, can set aside by his opinion the will of the people of the United States 
when their representatives, including the President, passes and signs 
legislation which they believe is not only justified but necessary for the 
progressive and safe continuation of the institutions of our country. 
Labor has been lax in watching and insisting and fighting, using every 
intellectual power they have as well as their voting strength, to see to it 
that men of modern thought, men of progressive ideas, judges who are 
fair and are not bound up with ancient environments—that such pro- 
gressive men be appointed to the Federal Judiciary. It is an enormous 
power to be placed in any one man, that when he is made a judge of the 
Federal Courts he is there for life and cannot be removed except for 
insanity or malfeasance of office. Malfeasance of office in substance means 
using his office for unlawful purposes or to benefit himself or some mem- 
ber of his family or some connections, financially or otherwise. And then 
the individual can only be removed by a vote on charges being preferred 
against him and being found guilty by a vote of a majority of the legisla- 
tive branch of the government. 

A judge on the Supreme Court can be prejudiced. He can render an 
opinion which is distinctly contrary to modern thought and to the intent 
of the law when enacted. But it cannot be set aside if such an opinion is 
backed up by four other judges out of the total of nine who constitute the 
United States Supreme Court. The great danger confronting our people is 
the lack of understanding by some Federal Judges of the present-day condi- 
tions of life. In other words, many of them have no touch or understand- 
ing of the human side, the present-day struggles of the masses, millions of 
whom are unemployed. Many of those Judges are living in the ages 
past and interpreting the Constitution of the United States without any 
elasticity and resiliency of mind, said Constitution being written a hundred 
and fifty years ago when men and minds and conditions were far different 
from what they are today. The greatest care and the greatest and most 
severe scrutiny should be used by Labor and by the workers in general 
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through their representatives, when men are about to be appointed to the [| bein 
Federal Judiciary. Labor has not been as active as it might be on this | eom 
particular phase of our modern problems. Perhaps Labor is not to blame, | and 
because interpretations of law when men were working and when our | agre 
country was growing and progressing were not so dangerous to the | year 
workers as they are today. Labor men holding positions that try to obtain | banc 
jobs for themselves or their friends from any administration are betraying | bein 
the trust and confidence of the workers. Rather should they devote their | cert; 
brains, their energies and their untiring efforts to promote the interests of | had 
the masses of the workers and to guard those rights that we have | one- 
struggled for and obtained, lest we lose them by judicial decisions. | hold 
I know of no better way to help the toilers of the nation than to see to it | forg 
that men who are fair, who are liberal, who are just, who are not | puni 
prejudiced, and who have a sincere sympathy for the downtrodden multi- | gain 
tudes, shall be appointed as Federal Judges to administer and interpret | than 





our laws. Men such as Stephens and Roche. they 
West Woeet toe Lore 
t : ? hono 
For MANY YEARS I have watched the progress of great men that have “ee 
been made great by the confidence and support of the multitudes with whom ron 
they started. I know of no more pitiful spectacle than the action of the th 
workers of England in the recent general election in repudiating the ti e . 
appeal of Ramsey McDonald to return him to the House of Commons. I | 07 
remember the time that Ramsey McDonald could be elected from almost | %, P* 
any constituency in England. In the last election up in Wales, a strongly pa | 
organized district, mostly miners, the workers repudiated him so be - , 
thoroughly that all the honors he has received faded away into nothing- *” 
ness like snow before the warm sun. Better for Ramsey McDonald and the t 
for his family that he had passed out of this existence before he betrayed L > 
the Labor Party which had made him, and entered into a combination ; 
with the enemies of Labor, the Tory or Conservative Party of England, - . 
which represents the large, employing, wealthy, banking classes. | mas 
McDonald never worked with his hands as a toiler. He did some = d 
clerical and newspaper work in his early days and was known as a pretty Th, ' 
brilliant speaker as a young man, and also as a writer, mostly for radical, ” 
socialistic papers. No one can deny that he was an able man. I met him aa 
in England many years ago and it was a treat, a pleasure, an education, belie 
to hear him, with his beautiful flow of language and his full understanding °°" 
of the needs of the people, explaining the position surrounding the nation th 
and the workers, who are the backbone of the nation. During the war he their 
became a pacifist, even when it was explained to him that the very country htai 
which he represented was in danger. The Labor Movement then turned ss - 


against him somewhat and I remember very distinctly how the late Have- | 
lock Wilson, head of the Seamen’s Union, ordered the seamen on the 
British ships, which were thoroughly organized then, to refuse to man any 

ship which was to carry McDonald to a conference to be held in Moscow. Tue 
McDonald’s life was in danger during the war because of his extreme | last 1 
pacifist preachings. After the war he came back and was elected Prime mem! 
Minister of England by the Labor Party who controlled the balance of the f: 
power between the Conservative and Liberal Parties. He made good as | bers 
the representative of Labor as far as it was possible for him to make! who: 
good. But Labor did not have a majority in the House of Commons and read 
the Conservatives and Liberals decided to overthrow McDonald. Then, | will 4 
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being so hungry to retain the great position he held, he entered into a 
combination or understanding with the leaders of the Conservative Party, 
and through a coalition he became Prime Minister, deserted Labor and 
agreed to go along with those with whom he had been fighting for many 
years, who were the enemies of Labor. Of course he was honored and 
banqueted and was a world character for a few years, just as any human 
being can sometimes gain the ascendancy and live in the limelight for a 
certain length of time until he is found out. The representatives of Labor 
had no more bitter enemy when he became all-powerful than was their 
one-time leader and friend, Ramsey McDonald. Today, although he still 
holds a government position, he is despised and repudiated by the masses, 
forgotten by those who made him. What an awful price to pay! No 
punishment is greater in life, especially as a man grows older, than to 
gain something by sacrificing your friends. No pain is so excruciating 
than to be denounced by your own people who regard you as one whom 
they made but who betrayed them. Ramsey McDonald may be made a 
Lord, which today is an empty honor. He may have a desire to leave that 
honor to his family, but the very title, the sound of the honor is like a 
sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal, and its echo will reverberate in his 
brain, creating greater punishment and pain than a burning branding iron. 

Ramsay McDonald was entertained at luncheon by the President of 
the American Federation of Labor during the Convention of the Federa- 
tion in Toronto, Canada. I was present at that luncheon and it was indeed 
a privilege to hear him, but his voice and expressions did not have the 
ring of encouragement or loyalty for which he was recognized all over the 
world. He addressed the Convention of the American Federation of Labor 
and delivered a most brilliant speech dealing with world problems surround- 
ing the British government and other governments. And again he lacked 
that sparkle for which he was noted during the years that he represented 
Labor. He had at this time begun to desert his friends and it could easily 
be observed by those of us who had met him many times before, that his 


| heart and soul were burning within him because he realized that he had 


got to the position he occupied due to the fact that he had betrayed the 
trade unionists of Great Britain. What a pitiful ending for a great man! 
The plaudits and praises of the men whom he had fought for years, the 
enemies of the masses of the working people, are insufficient to bring the 
self-satisfaction received from faithful service to those who trust and 
believe in you. 

The above is written so that our own people in the Labor Movement, if 
there are any that are encouraged or advised or are considering leaving 
their own people, may be warned that it does not pay. Glory and honor 
obtained by betrayal burns into the soul of those who win such honors at 


such a price. 
TTF 


Tue LARGEST CIRCULATION that our monthly Magazine has ever had was 
last month when 110,000 copies were mailed to the home addresses of our 
members. In this way the Magazine is read by nearly every member of 
the family and I have received several communications in which our mem- 


od as | bers say they pass it along to other neighbors, especially to other drivers 
make | who are not receiving it, so it is safe to say that our monthly publication is 
s and read by close to one-half million persons each month. Consequently, you 
Then, | will fully understand the necessity not only of exercising care as to what 
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is written and published but also the necessity of writing something which 
will be interesting. It must also be understood by our membership who 
sometimes write in letters which cannot be published, that the Inter- 
national Union is liable for every word appearing in the columns of our 
Journal and anything of a libelous nature would subject us to lawsuits. 
In the handling of our Magazine, since the writer became its Editor, we 
have never paid one dollar for written matter of any description. We have 
never had a lawsuit for libel or anything else against our International 
as a result of what has appeared in our Journal. 


TOF OF 


REPORT OF GENERAL PRESIDENT 





(Continued from December issue) 
MONTHLY DUES OF LOCAL UNIONS 


Some YEARS AGO we amended our Constitution insisting that newly organ- 
ized local unions pay dues of not less than two dollars per month per mem- | 
ber. We have almost universally enforced this section of the Constitution. | 
I find, however, that many of our older local unions are paying less than 
two dollars per month. I also find that in some localities the dues were re- 
duced from two dollars to one dollar and fifty cents and one dollar per 
month by some few of our older local unions. This has brought about a 
condition which has resulted in the fact that the local unions receiving 
such small monthly dues and endeavoring to pay business agents, just as 
soon as they get into any difficulty with employers or involved in any kind 
of lawsuit, they are totally improverished and are dependent upon the sur- 
rounding local unions for financial aid. They keep on repeatedly making 
appeals to the International for donations and for financial help, although 
they are fully aware that it is distinctly against the International law. The 
healthiest and strongest unions in our International are those that have 
sufficiently high dues, who are able to build up local treasuries and pay 
decent salaries to local officers who are competent and capable of taking | 
care of their affairs and of protecting them with the proper legal protec- | 
tion in case of trouble. Many local officials believe, and lead their member- 
ship to believe, in the days of peace and prosperity that there will never be 
a change from that condition. The truth of the matter is that we never 
know from day to day when employers will kick over the traces and in- 
volve us in a strike or lockout, which brings on court cases, arrests and 
other troubles. 

I recommend, therefore, that that part of Section 80 which reads: 
“Dues of members of all Local Unions hereafter chartered shall not be less 
than two dollars ($2.00) per month,” shall be changed to read as follows: 
“Dues of members of all Local Unions now and hereafter chartered by the 
International Union shall not be less than two dollars ($2.00) per month.” 

Any local failing to comply with this section shall not be entitled to | 





any financial or other benefits from the International Union, and the Gen- | 
eral Executive Board may revoke the charter of any local union failing to | 
comply with this law, if the Board deems it advisable. | 
Any local union requesting strike endorsement or who may be locked | 
out shall not receive any benefits, financial or otherwise, if they have been 
chartered for one year or more and have failed to carry out this section 
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of the Constitution for a period of one year prior to time of lockout or 
request for strike endorsement. 


BENEFITS—LAWS OF LOCAL UNIONS 


There are certain weaknesses in our Constitution which have in many 
instances been a serious injury to local unions within the past year, and 
the International Union has been confronted on more than one occasion 
with sections in our Constitution that were not sufficiently clear and which 
would undoubtedly react against us if we were to become involved in legal 
proceedings. I have, therefore, presented several amendments to the Con- 
stitution which will be discussed and acted upon by this Convention. Those 
amendments will be referred to the Committee on Constitution. 

In reference to this subject, our local unions in making by-laws should 
be very careful in the enactment of such by-laws or in the passing or adop- 
tion of motions or resolutions, which are legally considered laws of the 
local union until they are rescinded. 

In the establishing of sick and death benefits local unions should more 
thoroughly protect themselves in the future. As a result of the increased 


| unemployment, which we will have with us more than ever before, all 


methods of deception will be practiced by unscrupulous individuals who 
sometimes obtain admission into our unions in order that they may become 
entitled to sick and death benefits. There should be no hesitancy in approv- 
ing an amendment to this Constitution which would permit the local union, 
through the power of the International, to force a withdrawal card on an 
individual who was healthy, apparently able to work and who did not 
seek employment, or who was living without any visible means of support 
and not working at our craft for a period of over one year. Also there 
should be some provision made for examination of applicants into our 
Union where the sick benefit paid is over ten dollars a week and where 
the death benefit is over three hundred dollars. Otherwise you can fully 
realize that through collusion between an employer and an individual seek- 
ing employment, a sickly man, on the verge of tuberculosis or afflicted with 
venereal disease of a serious nature, could be admitted to membership 
and at the end of six or eight months become a burden upon the local 
union and receive indefinite sick benefits and death benefit. We have found 
from experience that many local unions have been burdened with this con- 
dition because in establishing those laws the rank and file of the member- 
ship seemingly think that the sun will always be shining and that there 
is no such thing as imperfection or wrongdoing amongst a few of the 


| multitude. 


MONEYS OF LOCAL UNIONS 


The investments of local unions should be carefully guarded and 
properly gone into, and only the most sound institutions and investments 
should be participated in. We have found in the International office that 


| local unions that had substantial treasuries were practically wiped out, in 


many instances because of poor judgment displayed on the part of the 
officers who are charged with the investment of the funds. Sometimes of- 


| ficers were uninformed and unintelligent, but in many instances invest- 
| ments and deposits were made to favor some friends who are engaged in 


the financial institution in which the funds of the local union were in- 
vested. The International Union could have been the victim of similar 
circumstances if proper care had not been exercised. The advice of the 
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International President to local union officers and to local unions is to do 
business with the strongest and most reliable banking institutions and 
not consider the interest rate the only requirement. Even if the financial 
return from the deposit is less, the safer the institution the better the 
investment. As a matter of fact, all high grade banking institutions and 
bonds pay a little less than those that are more speculative and more 
dangerous. In purchasing bonds, see a reliable banker whose reputation is 


above suspicion. 


Local officers have a solemn and highly responsible position and 
should guard with every precaution the funds and property of a local 


union. 


(To be continued) 
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Even Economists Should 
Know This 


Dr. Luther A. Harr, Pennsylvania 
secretary of banking, told a group of 
economists why something more 
than 11,000,000 Americans are 
still seeking vainly for jobs. There is 
nothing new in what he said, but it 
cannot be repeated too often. 

“Dividend payments in Novem- 
ber,” Dr. Harr declared, ‘reached the 
highest point since 1931. Reports 
made public by the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission indicate that cor- 
poration salaries are, to say the least, 
adequate. 

“But at the bottom of the pyramid 
is the industrial laborer. While in- 
dustrial production is close to 100 per 
cent of the 1923-25 average, payrolls 
still lag behind at 75 per cent of 
normal.” 

Put another way, this means that 
America today is producing as much 
as it did in 1923-25, but has only 
three-fourths as much consuming 
power. 

Dr. Harr did not overstate the 
situation when he said it must be 
corrected if recovery is to continue 
and be sustained over the years to 
come. 

All economists not in the employ 


ef Big Business or bidding for suck 
employment have recognized tha 
lack of purchasing power was re 
sponsible for the crash. One need 
not be an economist to insist that a 
long as that condition continues the 


can be no hope of complete recovery 
—Labor. 





Noise Deafness Increases 


Deafness caused by mechanical 
equipped traffic and industry is in 
creasing very rapidly, Dr. N. 
Hartsock of Johnson City, Tenn., tol 
the Southern Medical Association’ 
recent convention at St. Louis, Mo 
which was attended by 3,968 physk 
cians, their wives and medical stu 
dents. 

“Noise deafness,” he said, “begin 
in early adult life and may progres 
to severe deafness and total loss a 
hearing. Injury to the hearing is du 
to the fatigue of the auditory ner 
endings which receive the vibratio 
and shock of discordant noises. 

“Workers at boilermaking, riveti 
and similar industries are subjecte 
to high pitch noise five to ten billia 
times the minimum noise capable ¢ 
being heard. Under such circum 
stances destruction of hearing is cef 
tain and often complete.” 
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( ‘1OMMUNISTS are becoming a serious menace to the Labor Move- 
/ ment. But as stated on another page of this issue, they will bring 
‘a out their own. destruction because they will compel the government to 
a opt legislation which will properly take care of them, 


i ae Sim, 


Yt\HE NEW YEAR starts out to the workers.in a rather depressing 
. * manner. Decisions of courts have been against every progressive act 
0. the Legislature favorable to the workers. 

| Toy T 

'[) RING a new member into your union within the year if you. possibly 
a can. Remember when you do that, you are not only helping the 
nion but you are helping yourself by strengthening the union. 


; FTF 

. E.PERMIT individual owners to hold membership in our union, 
4 especially in small towns and isolated districts. In large cities they 
}are not. of much benefit to the International Union because it is very hard 
to regulate an individual owner, as he works all hours trying to make a 
living. If he peddiles or sells anything like coal or ice, he usually under- 
isells the regular dealers. We cannot regulate the price of products sold 
‘y individual owners. In most places we try to regulate the hours of 
‘individual owners but we find it impossible. They work six days a week, 
fall hours, and usually take care of their trucks on Sunday. It is impossible 
for the corporations that hire our journeyman drivers to compete with the 
individual owner proposition. 


vO F 


"y NDUSTRIAL UNIONISM will not prevail because, like all the other 
"* “isms,” it was once tried out in the Labor Movement in our country 
Pand found to be a complete failure. You cannot mix up sixteen or eighteen 
tlasses of tradesmen working for a large corporation like the Pennsyl- 
pvania Railroad and expect.to get results helpful to each branch or to each 


)particular trade. 
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Wear the Emblem of Our 
Organization 


ADVERTISE THE BUTTON AND EMBLEM 


Button, Cuff Button and Watch Fob 
Sold by the General Office 
THE PRICES ARE AS FOLLOWs: 


Buttons . . . $ .25 apiece 
Cuff Buttons . 1.00 a pair 
Watch Charms 1.50 apiece 


TT 


All orders should be sent through the Secretary of the Local Union to 
THOMAS L. HUGHES, Secretary 
222 EAST MICHIGAN STREET INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 


| ape ai — 


























